CHAPTER  XI
DECIPHERING THE MARIANNE APPEALS
A LLEGED paranormal wall-writing by psychic "entities'
jLJLoccurs very rarely in houses haunted by either ghosts or
Poltergeists, but this phenomenon at Borley Rectory was not
unique. In the Poltergeist infestation at Amherst, Nova Scotia,
in 1878-79, Esther Cox, the young girl 'medium5 or centre of
attraction, was threatened several times "in 'messages.' One of
these, scribbled on the bedroom wall, read: 'Esther Cox, you
are mine to kill!' It nearly frightened the life out of her.1 In
a case at Battersea that I investigated in 1928 a house was
infested by another Poltergeist, and slips of paper, bearing
'messages,' were found scattered about the rooms. One of these
read: CI am having a bad time here. I cannot rest. I was born
during the reign of William the Conqueror. Tom Blood/
Others were signed 'Jessie Blood.5 A foil description of the case
can be found in my book2 on Poltergeists. The Berkeley Square
ghost is alleged also to have written on walls.3
For a full account of the Borley wall-messages, the reader
should consult my previous monograph,4 where the writings are
analysed and discussed in detail. The messages were all of a
pathetic nature, with 'Help, Mass, Prayers, and Incense1 as the
main theme. All have a Roman Catholic flavour; all were
addressed to 'Marianne' (i.e., Mrs Foyster); and all appeared
during the incumbency of the Rev. L. A. Foyster, who mentions
the appeals in his diary. Under date of May 1931, he records
messages, 'written in a childish hand/ addressed to Marianne.
None, apparently, was signed. Though the wall-writings were
in existence during my tenancy of the Rectory, when they were
1 For an account of the eGreat Amherst Mystery' see Poltergeist over England*
pp. 28-30.
2 Ibid., pp. 2297239.
3 Ibid., p. 195.
* The Most Haunted House in England, pp. 144-152.
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